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Some aegid specimens were collected in the sea, off Itoman, Okinawa Island, Southern
Japan and they were sent to me by the coutesy of Dr. H. Sekiguchi, Mie University, Then at
the close examinations of mine, they proved to be represent a new species belonging to the
genus Aega.

Before going further, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Hideo. Sekiguchi for
offering me to examine such interesting samples.

Aega giganteocula sp. nov.
(Jap. name : Medama-gusokumushi, new)
Figs. 1 and 2
Material examined : 5 &' (1 & holotype, 16.8mm in body length and 4 &'g" paratypes,
12.1~16.2mm in body length) and 1 ¥ (allotype, 10.3mm in body length), from the sea off
Itoman, 40m in depth, Okinawa Island. coll. Hideo Sekiguchi, July, 1985. Type series is
deposited as follows : holotype (TOYA Cr-7647), allotype (TOYA Cr-7648) and 2 paratype
(TOYA Cr 7649~7650) at the Toyama Science Museum, a paratype (OMNH-Ar 3254) at the
Osaka Museum of Natural History and a paratype (NSMT-Cr 9388) at the National Science
Museum, Tokyo.
Description : Body ovate, 2.9 times as long as wide. Pleon not much narrower than
pereon. Eyes very large and contiguous, each eye composed of about 180 ommatidia.
Anterior margin of cephalon not produced a remarkable rostrum.
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Fig. 1 Aega giganteocula sp. nov.
A. Dorsal view ; B. Mandible ; C. Outer lobe of maxillule ; D. Maxilla ; E. Maxil-
liped ; F. Penes; G. Pleopod 1; H. Pleopod 2. (All : Holotype male).

Antennule (Fig. 2 A) with peduncular segment 1 almost square ; segments 2 and 3
rectangular. Flagellum composed of 13~14 segments.

Antennta (Fig. 2 B), reaching the middle part of the 5th pereonal somite. Flagellum
composed of 30 ommatidea.

Mandible (Fig. 1 B). Pars incisiva strong and composed of a single tooth ; lacinia
mobilis composed of 5 small spines. Palp composed of 3-segmented ; segment 1 oblong,
segment 2 slightly as long as the 1st ; segment 3 0.7 times as long as the second, bearing about
19 spines on outer margin.

Maxillule (Fig. 1 C); outer lobe with 8 teeth at the tip.

Maxilla (Fig. 1 D) ; inner lobe narrow with 3 spines ; outer lobe rather stout and with 5
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Fig. 2. Aega giganteocula sp. nov.
A. Antennule ; B. Antenna ; C-I1. Pereopods 1~7; J. Uropod (All : Holotype male).

robust spines.

Maxilliped (Fig. 1 E); endite small. Palp well developed and 4-segmented.

Pereopod 1 (Fig. 2 C) ; basis oblong ; ischium triangular ; merus rectangular with 2 spines
on inner margin ; carpus short ; propodus and dactylus form a subchelate form.

Pereopods 2 and 3 (Fig. 2 D-E); basis oblong ; ischium triangular ; merus rectangular
with 2~4 spines ; carpus square and small ; propodus and dactylus forms a subchelate form.

Pereopods 4~7 (Fig. 2 F-I) ambulatory and increasing in length posteriorly ; basis stout ;
ischium oblong and tapering toward the distal end; merus rectangular and shorter than
ischium ; carpus rectangular but narrower than merus ; dactylus simple.

Penes (Fig. 1 F) paired and swollen in apical part.

Pleopod 1 (Fig. 1 G); basis rectangular with 13 coupling hooks ; both rami broad and
lanceolate.

Pleopod 2 (Fig. 1 H); basis rectangular with 11 coupling hooks ; inner rami broad and
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lanceolate with short and narrow stylus ; exopod also broad-lanceolate.

Uropod (Fig. 2 J) basis long ; endopod broad lanceolate with a series of marginal spines ;
exopod narrow.

Remarks . The present new species is most closely allied to Aega ventrosa Cars collected
from Northern Atlantic Ocean, but the former is separable from the latter in the following
features : (1) wider pleonites, (2) rounded tip of pleotelson, (3) bigger and contiguous each eye,
(4) less remarkable epimera of all the pereonites, (5) shorter antennule, (6) longer antenna, and
(7) straight stylus on the endopod of male 2nd pleopod.
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